
 
 

 
 
Polaroidsp Ste3e Kahn 
October 24 - December 19,  2020 
Opening Saturday, October 24, 2020, 12-5pm (by appointment) 
 
Casemore Kirkeby is pleased to present a selection of previously unseen ​Polaroid0​ by Steve Kahn 
(1943-2018) taken while residing in Los Angeles during the years of 1974-77. These polaroids are 
equal studies and complete works demonstrating Kahn's early conceptual approach to photography 
and providing the impetus for his notable bodies of work: ​The Holl64ood S2i1e0​ (interiors and nudes) 
and Kahn's later body of work,​ Corridor0o  

 
The0e image0 4ere made a1 a 1ime �9A?<v??� 4hen o1her ar1i010 4ere 01ar1ing 1o doc2men1 
e3en10 4i1hin 1heir o4n con01r2c1ion0o I didnz1 feel I co2ld con1in2e 4orking a0 a 01ree1 0hoo1er 
an6 moreo Apparen1l6 o1her0 4ere e5periencing 0imilar need0 1o e5pand on 1he 1radi1ional 
concern0 of pho1ograph6o 
 
For 1he black and 4hi1e 4ork I did in The Holl64ood S2i1e0n I 20ed a 3in1age Polaroid model 9A= 
camera 4i1h onvcamera fla0hn 0o I co2ld 0ee 4ha1 I 4a0 doing immedia1el6n making m6 ne51 
image a re0pon0e 1o 4ha1 I 0a4 vv an ab01rac1ion of 1he e3en1n 6e1 concre1e eno2gh a0 a 1hing 
in i10elfo  Back a1 1he 012dio I copied 1he0e prin10 on1o highv0peed ;=mm filmn de3eloping i1 1o 
ma5imi7e a cri0p grain 01r2c12reo  There 4a0n}1 m2ch info in 1he original Polaroid0 and 1he 0harp 
grain 0er3ed 1o hold 1he 02rfaceooo0on once againn i1 allo4ed me 1o pla6 4i1h 1he balance of 
con1en1 and formali0mo  O1her 1han 1he proce00 a0 de0cribedn I didn}1 do an6 0pecial 
manip2la1ion0 of 1he image0o Wi1h one e5cep1ionp  I 1ried a bi1 of in1er3en1iono  I added 0ome 
graphic elemen10 1o a fe4 door0n 20ing 1apen 01ringn rope and black 6arn 1o �dra4� on 1he 4all0 
1hem0el3e0o  Tho0e elemen10 became par1 of 1he image I 1hen pho1ographedo  The6 4ere 
called zBo2nd Door0zo 
 
O1her4i0e I rarel6 al1ered 1he 4all0 or c2r1ain0n or po01er0 or framed li1ho0o  The6 4ere 
pho1ographed a0 I fo2nd 1hemo  Fla1 4hi1e pla01er 4all0 in need of repair and pain1o The0e 4ere 
1he lo4e01 common denomina1or0 of 02ch li3ing 0pace0o  



 
On one occa0ionn 1he model didnz1 0ho4 2pn and I fo2nd 1ha1 I co2ld e5plore 1he 0ame i002e0 b6 
pho1ographing 1he room i10elf v 4i1ho21 1he model0o Thi0 di0co3er6 led 1o 1he ne51 bod6 of 
4orkp​ ​The Holl64ood S2i1e0 �4indo40n mirror0n and door0�o The0e 4ere 012die0 of 1he room v 
e5ploring 1he con1ained �con1en1�me� 1hro2gh e5plora1ion0 of 1he con1ainer i10elf �1he room� 
and ho4 one 1ake0 on 1he na12re of 1he o1hero 
  
E00en1iall6n 1he con1ainer became more in1ere01ing 1han 1he con1en1 i1 con1ainedo  I 
pho1ographed 1he 4all0n 4indo40n mirror0 and door0o The ar1ic2la1ed in1erface be14een in0ide 
and o21n a perfec1 3ehicle for 4ha1 I 4a0 e5ploring coinciden1all6 in p06choanal60i0o I did 1ha1 
for ano1her 6earo  A1 0ome poin1 I 01ar1ed foc20ing on 1he common indica1or0 of a defined 
0pacen 1ho0e elemen10 1ha1 define for 20 an enclo0ed arenan like a room v corner0n 
floor�4all�ceiling j2nc12re0o  I 4o2ld pho1ograph par10 of a room 1ha1 4a6n in piece0n and 1hen 
1r6 1o reva00emble 1he elemen10 in1o 0ome1hing marginall6 crediblen 1hereb6 e5ploring 4ha1 i1 
1ake0 for 20 1o concep12all6 accep1 1ha1 4ha1 4e are 0eeing i0n a1 lea01 a0 a referencen realo 
Wherea0 in fac1n 1he connec1ion 4a0 fic1i1io20o 
 
-Steve Kahn, 2012 
 

S1e3e Ka%+​ (b. 1943, Los Angeles, CA,  d. 2018, Berkeley, CA). Kahn’s works are in the collections of 
the J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles; Museum of Modern Art, New York; the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Contemporary Art (LACMA); the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art; the Houston 
Museum of Fine Arts; the High Museum, Atlanta; and the Bibliothźque Nationale, Paris, among others. 
His monograph The Hollywood Suites 1974-76 was published by Nazraeli Press in 2014. Kahn was the 
focus of a retrospective exhibition at The de Young Fine Art Museum, San Francisco, in September 
2018. 
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L,ca1&,+p​ Casemore Kirkeby, 1275 Minnesota Street, ¨102, San Francisco, CA 94107 
S%,4 T&1)ep​ Polaroids: Steve Kahn 
E5%&b&1&,+ Da1e0p​ October 24 - November 21, 2020 
O-e+&+g Rece-1&,+p​ Saturday, October 24, 12-5pm (by appointment) 
Ga))e/6 H,2/0p​ Thursday - Saturday, 12pm-5pm (by appointment) 
 
 
For press inquiries, please contact the gallery (415) 851-9808 or infoªcasemorekirkeby.com 
 


